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Is the Siml Immortal ! 


BY JAMBS A. KIDENOUR. 

The subject has already been pretty fairly die- 
cussed through the columns of the Evangelist, 
and it is now beginning to grow interesting, I 
have read with care all that has been published, 
pro and con, upon the subject, and several times 
fett like casting in my mite. And after reading 
what the "Bible Student" has to say, I cannot 
longer silent be. I have no doubt that much ol 
the difficulty that seems to surround this subject 
arises from the variations the word "soul" haa 
in the Bible, bnd in the discussion of this subject 
we should confine ourselves to that meaning. Wi- 
ght' it as a synonym for the Spirit, and it certainly 
is used in this sense in many places in the Holy 
Scriptures. "Bible Student," after telling us what 
Park hurst, Calmet, Dr. Kitto and others say of 
the soul, corroborating his own view of it, closes 
his article with the sweeping statement, ''We think 
all the passages where the word soul occurs may be 
properly placed in one of the these three classes : 
meaning either the whole being, tbc life, or some 
mental emotion ; but in no case do these words 
represent anything connected with man that is 
immortal, or that may exist as a personality inde- 
pendent of his physical organism." We will now 
turn to the scriptures and see what the inspired 
writers say. 

The i-evelator says : "And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain, and they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, how long, O Lord," etc., Rev, (j : 9. 
And they were answered, "Until their fellow ser- 
vants and their brethren, that should be killed as 
they were should bo fulfilled." These certainly 
exist as personalities, independent of the physical 
organism ; for their bodies had been slain, but 
their souls, the immortal part, still live. Again 
in the twentieth chapter of Revelations we read of 
the souls of them that were beheaded tor the word 
of God, and for the witness of Jesus. These souls 
are immortal. The Savior said, "fear him who is 
able to destroy both body and soul in hell." Jn 
2, Cor., 5 : 8, Paul Bays, "We are confident and 
willing rather to be absent from the body and be 
present with the Lord." lie certainly thought he 
would have a personal existence apart from the 
body. James says, "The body apart from the 
spirit is dead. Jesus when on the cross bowed his 
head and gave up the ghost ; his body then was 
dead and remained so for three days : bur he had 
a personal existence apart from his physical organ- 
ization. He said to the dying thief, "This day 
thou shalt be with me in paradise ;" and so he 
was. The thief, too, must have had a personal 
conscious existence separate and apart from the 
body. Peter tells us that Jesus was put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened or made alive by the 
spirit, by which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison, who sometime were disobedi- 
ent when once the long suffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah, etc. The spirits of those wicked 
antediluvians were immortal, and had a separate 
existense, and Jesus preached the Gospel to them 
also that they might be judged like men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 1 
Peter : 3 : 18, 19 ; and 4 : (>. And how about 
Moses who appeared with Ellas on the mount of 
transfiguration and conversed with the Savior ? 
The spirits of just men are said to be made perfect. 
The body is mortal, it dies but the spirit returns 
to God who gave it and lives on, it is immortal. 
The terms mortal and immottal as .used in the 
Scriptures, and applied to man have reference to the 
body and not to the soul. But the doctrine of the 
soul's immortality is plainly taught though not in 
so many words, it is neither said to be mortal or 
immortal. Other doctrines and duties and privi- 
leges are taught in the same way. We all believe 
that trine immersion is the Christian baptism, yet 
it is nowhere said, justin so many words, that we 
must be immersed three times. We believe in 


female communion, vet there N no direct command 
for it We believe we should keep the sabbath, 
yet we arc nowhere in the Go*p<l commanded to 
keep it, and none in ever reproved tor breaking it. 
Cruden in bis Concordant^ says : -'That the word 
soul in the style of the Hebrew is very equivocal. 
It is taken first for I Km spiritual, reasonable, ;ind 
immortal substance in mm, which, is the origin of 
our thoughts, of our desires, of our reasonings ; 
which distinguishes us from the brute creation and 
which bears some resernblence to its Divine Mak- 
er." It should be remembered that God made 
man, but he had not yet a soul, but after he im- 
parted something else, he became a Jiving soul. 

James A. Rid-enoub. 
Ellerton, Ohio. 


Pimn in Unite. 

BY NOSAM. 

We boast that the Gospel is our only creed. 
We claim to do nothing but what is authorized 
by its teaching. We write and talk a great deal 
against customs, usages, etc. Now brethren we 
ought to be a little cnosistent, for we practice, to- 
day many things iu our worship that we have no 
authority for, only the Annual Meetmg. Put 
your minds to work, and just see if you cannot 
think of a few things that some of us contend for, 
and concerning which the Gospel is silent, and — 
well, we follow the German Baptist church. Some 
of the churches make a slight difference, but on 
the whole, the principle ofthe thing is there. 

I am afraid it is very much as a brother told me 
lately. 1 was saying something about the very 
doubtful expedient of turning the Lord's table 
into a "Brethren table" after the German Baptist 
pattern. His reply intimated that it would not do 
to make too many changes, or we would displease 
those in the German Baptist church, who could no 
longer stand the overbearing rule of the elders. 
According to this, then, it is policy that must dic- 
tate what we should and what we should not do. 
Brethren, if we are going to do this or refrain from 
that ,mcrely because it will please or displease the 
German Baptists, why, in the name of common 
sense, don't we just adopt all their rules at once, 
with the exception of their bigotry and intolerance 
and proclaim ourselves as the Reformed — or Lib- 
eral—or Progressives — or Modified German Bap- 
tist Church? We should use a name that would 
imply that we do not expect to make too much of 
a change. Yes, I repeat, why not adopt the rules, 
customs, and usages of the old church with the 
exception of their intolerances? Whenever we 
discuss a subject or practice an ordinance, let us 
do so from a Gospel and not a German Baptist 
standpoint. 

There is a very ugly word in our language, that 
we apply to those who are so blindly attached to a 
particular creed, that they can neither tolerate or 
fraternize those who differ with them — we call 
them "bigoted". Webster defines this word "ob- 
stinately and unreasonably devoted to a system or 
party, and illiberal towards the opinions of others," 
I wonder if this will apply to some of us, who are 
guilty of this thing in a kind of a moderate way? 
Before we condemn the soot in our neighbor's 
face, let us just look into the glass, and see if our 
own is clean. 

At a late Love Feast, about one third of those 
who expected to commune, could not spare the 
time to come to the afternoon service. They 
kept working up to the last moment. When it 
was told a brother, that I thought that we ought 
to have a little more sacrifice and self-denial about 
us, than to begrudge a half day to the service of 
the Lord only the time we cannot use for our own 
benefit, looks rather stingy, "Oh yes," replied the 
brother, "but brother NOSAM is not a farmer." 
That may be true, my brother, but Elisha was, 
and so were Gideon, Araunah, and many others, 
who were willing to quit their plowing and thresh- 
ing to serve God. From the brothers reply, we 
would infer that farmers are peculiarly exempt 
from using any sacrifice or self-denial for the ser- 
vice of God. Read the Lord's promise in Mark 
10 ; 29, 30. Like Amaziah some might ask, "What 
shall I do for the half day when I went to attend 
the service of the Lord ?" The answer of the 


prophet is good for you. "The Lord is able to 
give thee much more than this." 

Not a word about the suggested "Words only" 
edition of the Hymnody yet. Why is this ? II 
suppose the difficulty lies in knowing who has the 
authority to doit. Whether it is the committee ap- 
pointed by the Dayton Convention, or the Publish- 
ing House reorganized by the same body, or Bro. 
Ewing who compiled, published and copyrighted 
it. It may be that Bro. Ewing and the editors are 
a little timid in taking hold of it, for fear that it 
will not be patronized sufficiently to justify the 
undertaking. Now suppose that the brethren who 
favor or condemn the notion, will please drop a card 
to the editors expressing their sentiments. It will 
be ofthe greatest advantage to our evangelists, 
and some of them, I know, are anxious for its ac- 
complishment. Something that is cheap enough 
to distribute among the congregation, must im- 
prove the singing. Good singing will improve 
the preaching and enthuse the congregation. No 
doubt hundreds of them can be sold by our evan- 
gelists. Now, brethren, shake up your indiffer- 
ences and timidity, drop a card to this office and 
tell the editors what you think, so that they may 
know what to rely on. 


Compel them to Come In, 
In the "Life and Times of Hedding," this inci- 
dent is related : About the year 1806 Ebenezer 
F. Newhall, a young preachar, made a tour on 
foot through parts of Vermont, and extended his * 
travels beyond the line, into Canada. His soul 
was stirred within him as he witnessed the moral 
and religious destitution of the people, and he 
commenced exhorting them to flee from the wrath to 
come. '•Often I rested my weary limbs" said he, 
"by sitting down and reading in my Bible, and 
kneeling in prayer. Soon I came to a small open- 
ing — found a log but — stopped — talked, read, 
sung, and prayed with them • and then inquired if 
there was a house two or three miles ahead where 
I could stop over night and hold a meeting, and 
was informed that there probably was. So on I 
went, calling on every family and praying with 
them. All seemed glad to see me, and promised 
to follow on to the meeting. As I came to the 
third opening I called at the first log hut, and 
found it inhabited by a very poor woman. I in- 
vited her to go to the meeting. She said, 'I have 
no clothes but these I have on, and they are not 
suitable tor snch a place.' I replied 'don't stop for 
that; just wash you clean and go: God may 
meet you there , and wash away all your sins, and 
clothe you with salvation.' 'But I have no shoes,' 
she continued. 'No matter; God may put on 
your feet the gospel shoes.' 'Then I have no bon- 
net.* 'Well, God can put on your head a crown 
of life,' 'Neither have I any cloak.' 'Dear wo- 
man,' said I, 'make no more excuses ; throw a i 
sheet over your shoulders, and if you find Jesus, 
as you may, you will not be sorry you went, even 
if you should go ragged and barefoot, since it is 
the best your poverty allows.' I then passed on 
to the next house. With cheerful looks they wel- 
comed n.e to the hospitalities of their house, sent 
notice ofthe meeting the other way, and thanked 
me for inviting the people as I came along. They 
soon assembled from several miles around ; and the 
poor woman was among them, with rags sowed on 
her feet, and a sheet doubled and flung over her 
head, and her children by her Bide. How easy it 
was to talk to a people hungry for the bread of 
life I My soul was happy and praised God. In 
the morning I passed on my journey through the 
woods, feeling that God was my support and com- 
fort. I tarried a few weeks and held some meet- 
ings. The Lord moved upon the hearts of the 
people, and many were brought to rejoice in 
God." With such zeal and faithfulness it is no 
wonder that lost sheep were gathered into the fold 
of God. Would that more snch servants could be 
sent into the highways and seek lost sinners and 
" compel them to come in." — Sel. 


I have a knack of hoping, which is as good as 
an estate of reversion, if one can keep from the 
temptation of turning it into certainty, which may 
spoil all. — Geohge Eliot. 


